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Major Funding Sources for AT

Infant Toddler Program

Medicaid

Low Interest Loans

Private Insurance Plans

Personal Payment by Parents

Non-Profit Disability Associations

Foundations and Clubs

Employers and Local Businesses

Private Corporations

Funding Sources for Assistive 	
Technology (AT) for Infants  
and Toddlers

At the time of your child’s needs assessment and AT evaluation, it 
is important to discuss how you plan to pay for the necessary AT 
devices and home modifications that meet his/her needs.  You must 
have detailed, documented results of the assessment and evaluation 
when working with funding agencies.  If you plan to pay for the 
technology yourself, you will probably not be as concerned about 
precise documentation.  

In Idaho, early intervention services are provided by federal, 
state, local and private resources. Several of the components of 
the Infant Toddler Program must be carried out at public expense; 
and, with no fees charged to families.  These include: child find; 
evaluation and assessment; service coordination and administrative 
and cooperative activities related to the development, review and 
evaluation of the IFSP; and, the implementation of the procedural 
safeguards.

In addition, Idaho has determined that children eligible under 
IDEA, Part C, may receive early intervention services at no cost 
to parents.  This also includes funding for AT if the need has been 

established as a service on the IFSP.  Third party reimbursement from 
private insurers may be used as a source of payment.  Medicaid is 

frequently billed for reimbursement of many early intervention 
services.  The responsibility of each agency involved in the 

IFSP process should be clearly defined, including who is 
responsible for purchasing and providing training, repair, 
and replacement of AT.

The boxed list includes some of the programs which will 
help acquire or pay for AT devices that meet the needs 
of your infant or toddler.  (See pages 44-47 for more in-
formation.)



42 Assistive Technology for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities

	 Guidelines for Developing A Funding Request
Once the IFSP has been developed, the IFSP team will assist you in get-
ting funding.

The major objective of these guidelines is to help you prepare a formal 
funding request package.  Typically, any funding agent will move cases 
along only when all of the paperwork is submitted.  To ensure a faster 
response, forward the funding request package to the agency only after 
all required documentation is complete.  Remember, this is the opening 
documentation of your case file with any funding agency.  

What is a Funding Request?

It is wise for parents to play an active role in developing a funding 
request.  After a needs assessment, an AT evaluation and a funding 
justification have been completed, your service coordinator (or case 
manager) will help you will send a formal request to the funding 
agency.  It is important to meet the requirements of the agency exactly 
when preparing this package.

Include the documentation of the needs assessment and AT evaluation, 
the funding justification, any other paperwork the agency requires; 
and, a letter of transmittal.

Keep copies of every document and conversation concerning your 
funding request.  Note names of persons with whom you speak, 
dates of communication and the content of the discussion as you 
understood it.

Although they may appear complex and time-consuming, following 
the ten-step guideline carefully will help simplify the procedure for 
obtaining funding for needed technology. 

What is a Funding Justification?

In addition to documenting the needs assessment and AT evaluation, 
you will need a funding justification.  A funding justification is dif-
ferent from an AT evaluation.  An evaluation determines what tool or 
equipment a child needs.  A funding justification states how that tool 
would improve the child’s life in some way.  Minimally, an effective 
funding justification will:

■  State the need that the assistive technology will address as estab-
lished in the evaluation;

■  Document the consumer’s proven ability to utilize the assistive 
technology;

■  Explain why this technology is the best solution for the consumer’s 

Step 1 - Develop a documenta-	
		   tion checklist

Step 2 - Document the child’s 	
		  needs assessment

Step 3 - Document the evalua-	
		   tion of the technology 	
		   device/service

Step 4 - Determine the funding 	
		   sources

Step 5 - Determine if alternative 	
		   equipment will meet 	
		   the need

Step 6 - Develop the funding 		
		   justification

Step 7 - Write the letter of trans-	
		   mittal

Step 8 - Receive authorization 	
		   from funding agency

Step 9 - Search for co-payment 	
		   options (if necessary)

Step 10 - Proceed with appeals 	
		    process (if funding is 	
		    denied) 

Guidelines for
Funding Request
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needs; 

■  Explain any other approaches that were tried but were unsuccessful;  

■  Include pictures or videotapes of the consumer using the technology 
with positive results;

■  Address any other concerns the specific funding system has historically 
expressed in response to similar funding requests.

The funding justification is intended to provide the documentation bridge 
between the recommendations of the AT evaluation and the issues that 
funding systems often raise when reviewing a request.  It clearly builds 
the case for the funding request, starting from an assumption that the AT 
evaluation identified a valid need.

How should the Funding Request Package be organized?

Prior to submitting the funding request, develop a documentation check-
list that you attach to the file.  As each piece of documentation is added to 
the file, check it off.  Forward the entire file when all of the documentation 
is complete.  Just before sending the package to the funding agency, make 
copies of everything.

Organize the funding request package clearly.  All pages of the evalu-
ation and the funding justification should be clearly labeled with your 
child’s name (and your name), and the document name, as well as the 
date.  Such labeling will better ensure that, as the request is processed, 
pages will not be lost.

Write a letter of transmittal to include with the funding request package.  
The letter should: 

■  list the documentation in the request by name and/or form number;

■  indicate how many copies of each document are in the package;

■  give the name of the consumer; 

■  provide a name and phone number of a contact person; and 

■  request that the funding agency get in touch with the contact person 
immediately if necessary documentation is missing or if processing 
the claim will be delayed for any reason.

“We must remove 
barriers and promote 
access to assistive 
technology to meet the 
needs of infants and 
toddlers.”

–Goodman
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	 Major Funding Sources for Assistive Technology

Sources of funding for assistive technology are many and varied.  Each 
source has different eligibility criteria.  Most require a completed appli-
cation for services or financial assistance.  All sources have specific rules 
regarding what equipment can be purchased.  At the present time, the 
limits on funding assistive devices and/or adaptive equipment are set by 
Medicare, Medicaid and other insurance programs in our country, or by 
the family’s ability to pay for their own technology for their child.

The use of privately or publicly funded insur-
ance to pay for a child’s required services must 
be strictly voluntary.  There are some very 
important issues to consider when parents are 
deciding whether or not to use their private 
insurance:

•  Is there an annual or lifetime limit on cover-
age for specific services?

•  Do claims affect your chances of getting 
insurance in the future? 

•  Do claims affect future insurance costs?

The sources listed below may provide fund-
ing, loan AT devices, or in other ways help 
with acquisition of AT for infants and toddlers 
who need it.

Early Intervention Programs/School Systems:  
These state agencies have developed policies 
and guidelines for procuring and purchasing 
AT for infants and toddlers with disabilities. 

	 Idaho Infant Toddler Program for children 
(0-3 years) will help evaluate the AT needs 
of a child.  Families may receive help in ob-
taining equipment and learning how to use 
it through this program if it is written into 
the Individualized Family Service Plan.

	 School districts are required to provide AT 
for children with disabilities if it is needed 
for his/her free appropriate public educa-
tion (FAPE).  This includes the Interim IFSP/
IEP for children who will make a transition from the Infant Toddler 
Program to a special education program at the age of three.  The IEP 
team has the responsibility of locating and securing funding for the 
AT device or service listed in the child’s IEP.  The IEP team can decide 
to seek funding for AT from other agencies, if appropriate. 

 Important Definitions Pertaining to Funding

As you investigate the possible avenues of funding for 
AT for your child, keep in mind that some options may 
affect your own insurance policies in the future.

Co-payment: A specified charge that must be paid each 
time care or medical services of a particular type are 
received.  The instances in which a co-payment will be 
required are specified in the schedule of benefits.  The 
co-payment must be paid before any other payment 
will be made for that specified benefit.  The co-payment 
amount does not count toward satisfaction of the in-
sured’s deductible or out of pocket maximum for the 
plan year.  

Deductible: The amount the insured must pay on cov-
ered benefits before the insurance company will pay 
during a benefit period.

Life Time Cap: The maximum amount (limit) that the 
insurance company is obligated to pay for all medical 
care during the life time of the insured.

Medical Assistance (Medicaid): The insurance pro-
gram administered by the Department of Health and 
Welfare to help eligible persons by paying certain medi-
cal costs.  The program, based on financial need, is paid 
for by state and federal taxes. 
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Funding Sources State and Federal Insurance Programs

Medicaid is a joint state-federal program based on financial need, which 
covers some equipment if it is considered medically necessary and ac-
companied by a physician’s prescription. Currently, the program covers a 
range of durable medical supplies and services.  When possible, Medicaid 
reimbursement should be sought under the categories of “Durable Medical 
Equipment,” “Therapy,” or “Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and 
Treatment” (EPSDT). The Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
is also administered by Medicaid.

	 Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) 
is a special program for children created under Medicaid.  EPSDT is 
not a service per se, but a provision enabling children below the age 
of 21 to receive not only screening and diagnostic services, but also 
any medically necessary treatments that may not be available under 
a state’s Medicaid plan.  Federally mandated services under EPSDT, 
when medically necessary, include services such as clinic and rehabilita-
tive services, physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech pathology 
and audiology, licensed psychological services, social work services, 
and inpatient psychiatric screening facility services for individuals 
under age 21.  If a determination is made through a screening that a 
child needs any of the services stated above, then the services must be 
provided whether or not they are included in the state plan.

	 Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) Title XXI, part of Bal-
anced Budget Act, 1997, is part of Medicaid.  It does not provide 
insurance directly to families, but reimburses providers for covered 
supplies and services rendered to qualified recipients.  The Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) may provide preventive checkups, 
immunizations, or treatment for common childhood illnesses, benefits 
babies need for healthy development.  CHIP also provides for women 
of childbearing age don’t have health insurance.

Medicare is a federal health insurance program serving individuals over 
65 years of age plus those under 65 with severe disabilities.  It covers health 
care costs and is divided into two parts.  It is Part B that can be a source 
of funding for assistive technology for individuals who qualify for Social 
Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) for a period of at least 25 months.  The 
requirements are similar to those for Medicaid.  Medicare only pays for 
durable medical equipment (DME), which is used primarily for a medical 
purpose and is not useful to a person in the absence of illness or injury, 
and is appropriate for use in the home.  Such devices include internal 
prosthetic devices, external braces, and artificial limbs or eyes. 

Idaho State Medicaid Office
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0036
(208) 334-5747 voice
State web site:  

www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov

Medicaid  
(formerly known as the  
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP))

Division of Medicaid Administration
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0036
211 voice
Federal web site: www.cms.hhs.

gov/home/schip.asp
State web site:  

www.medicaid.idaho.gov
www.idahochild.com
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	 Social Security Benefits, Part B of Medicare, now provides that 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is available to children with 
serious disabilities, as based on functional assessments.  Because of 
this ruling, children can be any age, even newborn.  Family income 
is a factor in eligibility, but value of house, land, vehicle, personal 
household belongings, pensions, and work property are exempt. 

	 Katie Beckett Program is a law that makes children, birth through age 
six, eligible for assistance.  Katie Beckett provides coverage for children 
deemed diagnostically eligible, using SSI definition, but who would 
be financially ineligible due to parental income.  Children must meet 
medical necessity requirements for institutional care; however, the 
technology can be used to help maintain the child at home.  

	 Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) and Plan or Achieving 
Self-Support (PASS) can be a source of funding for some children.  
PASS is most appropriate for children over 15.

Third Party Payment (Private Insurance, National Nonprofit Organiza-
tions, Local Community Service Agencies, Loans): All or any of these 
avenues should be tried if the parents wish to do so.  It is important to 
find out about any “lifetime caps” that may appear in policies.  Be sure 
you understand the possible limitations or rules on caps on the policies 
before tapping into them.

	 Private Insurance plans may buy some designated equipment or pay 
part of the cost for some assistive technology devices but it will depend 
on the policy.  The devices are unlikely to be listed specifically in the 
policy, but may be included under some generic term like “therapeutic 
aids.”  Usually the device or equipment must be considered medically 
necessary and will require a doctor’s prescription.

	 Parent (Personal) Payment may be used for purchasing items such as 
adaptive toys or an assistive technology device.  Sometimes parents 
buy the items themselves and the agency helps with repairs. 

	 Idaho Assistive Technology Fund, established by the Idaho Assistive 
Technology Project (IATP), provides families in Idaho the opportunity 
to get a loan for the purpose of buying assistive technology for any 
person with a disability regardless of age or type of assistive technol-
ogy needed.  The loan purpose must be connected exclusively with the 
acquisition, adaptation, or use of assistive technology by the person 
with the disability.  (For more information, call: 1-800-432-8324 voice/
tdd or visit the web site: www.idahoat.org). 

	 Foundations and Service Clubs: The Elks, Moose, Lions, Shriners, 
Kiwanis, Rotary, Cristina Foundation, Bell Telephone-Pioneers of 
America, Sertoma, Quota, Soroptomists, Optimists, sororities/fraterni-
ties, Knights of Columbus, and/or churches may offer money to buy 
technology.  Check for the local foundations in your area.  Coverage 
is usually for local individuals.  

	 Employers and Local Businesses: In our own communities, there are 

Funding Sources

Social Security Administration/
SSA Regional Office
1-800-325-0778  TDD
www.ssa.gov

CIGNA Medicare
www.cigna.medicare.com 

Questions on eligibility

Questions on coverage
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	 National Easter Seal Society				    March of Dimes Resource Center
	 230 West Monroe Street				    1275 Mamaroneck Avenue
	 Suite 1800						      White Plains, NY 10605
	 Chicago, IL 60606					     1-888-MODIMES (888-663-4637)
	 (312)726-6200 voice/TTY				    (Will connect caller with State Location)
	 1-800-221-6827					     E-mail: resourcecenter@modimes.org
  	 www.easterseals.com					     www.marchofdimes.com

	 Muscular Dystrophy Association	 		  United Way of America
	 3300 East Sunrise Drive				    701 N. Fairfax Street
	 Tucson, AZ 85718 voice					     Alexandria, VA 22314-2045
	 1-800-344-4863					     (703) 836-7100 voice 

www.mda.org						      http://nationalunitedway.org

	 State-wide AT Loan Library/				    Easter Seal Society/Goodwill Industries
	 United Cerebral Palsy		 			   1465 South Vinnell Way	 8211 Ustick Rd.
	 5420 W. Franklin Rd.					     Boise, ID 83709		  Boise, ID 83704
	 Boise, ID 83706					     1-800-374-1910		  Child Development Center
	 (208) 377-8070 voice								        The Growing Place
	 (208) 322-7133 fax								        (208) 658-5561 

www.ucp.org/ucp_local.cfm/66							       (208) 658-5534
	
	 Idaho Commission for the Blind/Visually Impaired 		
	 (208) 334-0879 voice					   
	 (208) 334-0952 fax				  
	

	 Braille Institute
	 1-800-BRAILLE (272-4553)

	 Idaho Interagency Coordinating Council 		  Idaho Assistive Technology Project
	 And Infant Toddler Program				    Center on Disabilities and Human Development
	 Department of Health and Welfare			   University of Idaho
	 450 W. State Street, 5th Floor				    129 West Third Street
	 P.O. Box 83720					     Moscow, ID 83843
	 Boise, ID 83720-0036					     (208) 885-3557 voice
	 (208) 334-5747 voice					     1-800-IDA-TECH (1-800-432-8324)
	 (208) 334-6664 fax					     Web site: www.idahoat.org
	 CareLine: 211						    
	 Web site: www.idahochild.org				  

Non-Profit Disability Associations

many opportunities for private funding through businesses.  Coverage 
varies usually after other sources have been exhausted.  Employers 
usually assist employees, their families, and local community.

	 Private corporations such as IBM, Apple, Microsoft and many others 
may offer AT through research and education agencies, if not to indi-
viduals.  (See the National Resource section beginning on page 57.)

	 Non-Profit Disability Associations may be able to loan equipment or 
provide information about other funding sources or support groups.  
The following list provides a starting point in a search for funds.  It is 
by no means an exhaustive list.

Council for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing

1720 Westgate Drive, St. A Rm. 134
Boise, ID 83704
(208) 334-0879 voice/TTY
Web site: www.cdhh.idaho.gov
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Assistive Technology Resources and 		
References for Infants and Toddlers

Legislation Related to Assistive Technology (AT)
Increasingly, mandates requiring the consideration of AT for very young 
children are more specific, especially with regard to any child who needs 
early intervention services and in the area of communication and language 
development. Often in the past two decades, the courts have been called 
upon to interpret the laws that benefit children with disabilities.  One good 
source of information about those court cases is FUNDING OF ASSISTIVE 
TECHNOLOGY: The Public School’s Special Education System as a Funding 
Source: The Cutting Edge.  (See page 59.) www.nls.org/specedat.htm

Changes in federal and state legislation directly related to AT and infants 
and toddlers with disabilities, have been incorporated into the latest re-
authorizations of earlier laws.  They are described below.

1973 Rehabilitation Act, Section 504, Nondiscrimination is a civil rights statute 
that requires equal access and equal opportunity to persons with disabilities.  
Children who have disabilities, but who do not qualify for special educa-
tion, may still be eligible for accommodations under Section 504.

	    Under Section 504, early intervention services are included at a state’s discre-
tion.  Idaho law permits “child find” activities, only, including screening, 
tracking and monitoring, and referral of “infants and toddlers at risk.”  No 
Part C funds may be used for intervention services for this group of chil-
dren [Idaho Code, Title 16, Chapter 1(10)]. However, according to the Infant 
Toddler Program Implementation Manual, this does not prevent eligibility 
based on informed clinical opinion for those infants and toddlers having a 
combination of risk factors that, taken together, make developmental delay 
highly probable.  

If you have questions regarding the provision of AT under Section 504, contact 
the Infant Toddler Program (Careline: 1-800-926-2588) or the Idaho Assistive 
Technology Project (1-800-432-8324).

1986 Education of the Handicapped Act Amendments [EHA (Part H of PL 
99-457)] (in 1997, Part H of IDEA was renamed Part C) establishes the 
Handicapped Infants and Toddlers Program. 

1988 Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities Act (Tech 
Act), (PL 100-407) provides the original definition of assistive technology.  
The Tech Act defines assistive technology (AT) in two parts: assistive tech-
nology device; and assistive technology services.  Since 1988, all laws related 
to individuals with disabilities have incorporated these same definitions.  
(See pages 5-6 for complete definitions.) 	
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1997 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Amendments of 1997 
re-authorizes IDEA, incorporating previous laws, amendments and policies.  
Significant amendments are added which clarify the mandate to consider 
assistive technology in early intervention services for any child with dis-
abilities.  (For complete IDEA 1997 Amendments see the web site: 	 http: 
//ed.gov/offices/OSERS/IDEA/).

IDEA guarantees the following:   

■  States and localities may receive federal funds to assist in the education 
of infants, toddlers, preschoolers, children and youth with disabilities.  
The states must assure compliance with the federal laws, amendments 
and policies.

■  The definitions for AT devices and AT services are incorporated into IDEA 
[Assistive technology device, 20 U.S.C 1401 (a)(1)]; [Assistive technology 
service, 20 U.S.C. 1401 (a)(2)]. (See definitions on pages 5-6.)

■  Regulations state that each public agency shall ensure that AT devices 
and/or services are made available to the child with a disability if re-
quired as part of the child’s evaluation, written IEP/IFSP, and placement. 
(300.5-300.6) and (Federal Register, Vol. 57, No. 189, Tuesday, September 
29, 1992, Rules and Regulations, p. 44845.) 

■  For infants and toddlers with developmental delays or disabilities, birth 
to three years, the law specifically states: 

 	 “to the maximum extent appropriate, infants and toddlers must be pro-
vided early intervention services in natural environments, including the 
home and community settings such as day care centers in which chil-
dren without disabilities participate” (P.L. 102-119).  “The term ‘natural 
environments’ refers to settings that are natural or typical for age peers 
who have no apparent disability” (H.R. 3050).

■  Evaluation of the child’s needs will include the following components:

         •  a multidisciplinary assessment ;

         •  a family directed assessment [Part C, Section 636 (a)].

■  An Individualized Family Services Plan (IFSP) or an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) as appropriate to the individual child, will be 
developed.  As necessary, AT must be included in specific statements in 
the IFSP.  The IFSP will be evaluated annually and reviewed every six 
months [Section 636 (a)].

■  A child’s need for assistive technology must be determined on a case-by-
case basis and may be written into the IFSP in three places for children 
with disabilities, birth to three years old:

  •  The major outcomes to be achieved for the child and family;

  •  The enumeration of early intervention services necessary; 

  •  The list of other services necessary for the child and family to  
    achieve major outcomes.

“The family has 
the rights and the 
power to make all 
major decisions 
regarding their needs 
and concerns, their 
priorities and choices, 
and their strengths, 
abilities and supports 
in order to meet the 
needs of their child.”

–From the Connecticut 
In-service Guide
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■  Early intervention services are available to Indian infants and toddlers 
with disabilities and their families living on Indian Reservations within 
the state (Part C, Section 634).

■  The rights of parents and children are fully protected and clearly detailed 
in the procedural safeguards including mediation and/or due process 
procedures: 

	 •	 Parents have the right to participate in every decision related to the 
identification, evaluation, and placement of their child. This includes 
participation in the evaluation of AT devices and services;

	 •	 Parents must give consent for any initial evaluation, re-evaluation or 
placement;

	 •	 Parents have the right to challenge and appeal any decision related to 
the identification, evaluation, and placement, or any issue concerning 
the provision of early intervention services or free and appropriate 
public education (FAPE);

	 •	 Parents have the right to confidentiality of information.

■  The 1997 reauthorization of IDEA adds new requirements specific to 
assistive technology (AT).  The main requirement is that every IEP/IFSP 
committee “consider” the following special factors in which AT may be 
appropriate:

■  The 1997 Amendments to  IDEA focus, with respect to AT, is to confirm 
that access to AT will enable children to achieve better outcomes and im-
proved performance. The amendments encourage “high expectations” for 
children with disabilities, not simple access.

(House Report No. 105, 105th Cong., 1st Sess. 84 (1997) [hereinafter H. Rpt.].  For 
consistent commentary see 143 Cong. Rec. S4411 (May 14, 1997) and 143 Cong. 
Rec. H2531, H2535, H2537, and H2539 (May 13, 1997).

■  The 2004 reauthorization to IDEA aligns closely to the No Child Left 
Behind Act in helping to ensure equity, accountability, and excellence in 
education for children with disabilities. IDEA 2004 does not change the 
definition of assistive technology services, but narrows the definition of 
assistive technology devices by excluding any "medical device that is 
surgically implanted or the replacement of such device" (Authority 20 
U.S.C. 1401 (1) (B).

	 • Examples of medical devices surgically implanted include those for 
breathing, eating, and other bodily functions, including external com-
ponents.

IDEA 2004 requires that the IEP include a statement of the student's present 
levels of performance that reflects not only the student's academic achieve-
ment, but functional performance as well. In addition, the academic and 
functional needs of the child are to include social and behavioral needs 
(Section 1414 (d)(3)(A)(iv).

For more information about IDEA at the state level, parents should call  
the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare at Idaho Care Line, 211 or  
TTY 208-332-7205. E-mail: careline@idhw.state.id.us or web site:  
www.idahochild.com.
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SILC
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-9601
1-800-487-4866
(208) 334-3803 fax
Web site: www.silc.idaho.gov

ADA Task Force
350 N. 9th St. #102
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 334-7590
(208) 334-5563 fax
Web site:  
www.adataskforce@qwest.net
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Idaho State Agencies, Organizations and Resources

Idaho Assistive Technology Project

The Idaho Assistive Technology Project (IATP) is a federally 
funded program administered by the University of Idaho.  The 
IATP is dedicated to increasing  the availability of assistive 
technology throughout Idaho. The IATP places special emphasis 
on providing training and services to rural areas and to under-
served populations, including children, older persons, and 
minority populations.  The project exists to serve everyone in 
Idaho, regardless of age or ability. 

The Idaho Assistive Technology Project does the following:

■  provides AT demonstrations and equipment loaning (Examples of 
AT may be borrowed to try at home.); 

■  maintains a state-wide information and referral program related 
to assistive technology (Catalogs, information sheets, and videos 
describing assistive technology devices and services are available at 
no charge.);

■  offers state-wide training and technical assistance to parents, children, 
and professionals (The IATP regularly holds workshops, sponsors 
technology fairs, makes presentations to individuals and organizations, 
and provides on-going technical assistance throughout Idaho.);

■  supports advocacy services related to assistive technology through 
its affiliation with Comprehensive Advocacy, Inc. (Co-Ad) (Areas of 
assistance include Medicaid, Medicare, private insurance, special 
education, and vocational rehabilitation.);

■  facilitates low interest loans to purchase assistive technology through 
the combined efforts of First Security Bank-NA, Key Bank-NA, the 
Idaho Community Foundation and the IATP (Any person with a dis-
ability living in Idaho, or any person acting on their behalf, may apply 
for a loan.);

■  operates a state-wide used equipment recycling program through 
which individuals can find listings of devices available for sale or, in 
some cases, at no cost.

■  provides assistive technology assessments for school-aged children 
by Assistive Technology Practitioner (ATP) professionals through a 
team-based approach at no cost to schools or families.

AT services are provided throughout Idaho.  To reach your nearest regional 
AT service provider, call 1-800-432-8324.

	

Idaho Assistive Technology Project
Center on Disabilities and Human Development
University of Idaho
129 West Third Street
Moscow, ID 83843
(208) 885-3557 voice
(208) 885-3628 fax
1-800-432-8324
Web site: www.idahoat.org

“Idaho parents are 
invited to borrow 
AT devices to try 
with their infants 
and toddlers. Call 
the state-wide AT 
Loan Library at (208) 
337-8070 for help.”
–From United Cerebral 

Palsy of Idaho
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State Department of Education
State Director of Special Education
Special Education Section
Department of Education
650 W. State Street
P. O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0027
(208) 332-6800 voice
1-800-432-4601
(208) 334-4664 fax

Children’s Mental Health Services
Division of Family and Community Services
Department of Health and Welfare
450 W. State Street, 3rd Floor
Boise, ID 83720-0036
Idaho Care Line: dial 211

Preschool (3-5) Programs
State Director of Special Education
Special Education Section
Department of Education 
650 W. State Street
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0027
(208) 332-6910 voice
(208) 334-4664 fax

State Developmental Disabilities Program
Department of Health & Welfare
450 W. State Street, 7th Floor
Boise, ID 83720-0036
Idaho Care Line: dial 211

The Idaho Infant Toddler Program

Early intervention services are provided by the Idaho Infant Tod-
dler Program to meet the developmental needs of any child with 
disabilities or developmental delays, and the needs of the family 
related to enhancing the child’s development.  The services are 
carried out in community settings so that children with disabili-
ties or delays grow up in typical settings with their families and 
peers.  Seven regional offices provide services under the Idaho 
Infant Toddler Program.  Contact the Early Intervention Specialist 
at the office nearest you.

Idaho Infant Toddler Program
State Program Manager
Department of Health & Welfare
450 W. State Street, 7th floor
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0036
(208) 334-5523 voice
(208) 334-0645 fax
211 (Idaho Care Line)
Web site: www.idahochild.com

Region		C  ounties							       Phone

  1	  Benewah, Boundary, Kootenai, Shoshone					     (208) 769-1515

  2	  Clearwater, Idaho, Latah, Lewis, NezPerce					     (208) 799-4338

  3	  Adams, Canyon, Gem, Owyhee, Payette, Washington				    (208) 455-7106

  4	  Ada, Boise, Elmore, Valley							       (208) 334-6747

  5	  Blaine, Camas, Cassia, Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, Minidoka, Twin Falls		  (208) 736-2182

  6	  Bannock, Bear Lake, Bingham, Caribou, Franklin, Oneida, Power			   (208) 239-6280 

  7	  Bonneville, Butte, Clark, Custer, Fremont, Jefferson, Lemhi, Madison, Teton		  (208) 528-5791
	   

Idaho Infant Toddler Program Regional Offices/
Early Intervention Specialists

State Agencies

State Agencies

Idaho ADA Task Force
350 N. 9th St. #102
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 344-7590 voice
(208) 344-5563 fax
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Idaho Head Start Programs are preschool programs for children not 
enrolled in privately funded programs.  Head Start is paid for by gov-
ernment funds and is also available to Indian and migrant children. Call 
the Community Action Offices in your region to reach the Head Start 
Coordinator.

Idaho Indian Health Services and the Indian Head Start Programs ser-
vices are provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  Each tribe or nation has 
its own program. Call the numbers listed below for more information.

Idaho Head Start Assocation
2417 Bank Dr. Ste. 111
Boise, ID 83705
(208) 345-1182 voice
(208) 345-1163 fax 
www.headstartassoc.net

SILC - State Independent Living 
Council

350 N. 9th St. #102
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-9601
1-800-487-4866
(208) 334-3803 fax 
www.silc.idaho.gov

Coeur d’Alene Tribe			 
Indian Health Services			 
Benewah Medical Center			 
1151 B Street				  
P.O. Box 388				  
Plummer, ID 83851
(208) 686-1931 voice
1-800-325-7371

Coeur d’Alene Tribe Head Start
(208) 686-6507 voice

Duck Valley Shoshone-Paiute Tribe
Indian Health Services (Tribal Headquarters)
Owyhee Hospital
P.O. Box 130
Owyhee, NV 89832
(775) 759-2412 Health Administrator

Kootenai Tribe of Idaho		
Indian Health Services - Kootenai Tribal Clinic
32A County Rd.
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805
(208) 267-5223 voice

Nez Perce Tribe	 	
Indian Health Services	
P.O. Box 367			 
Lapwai, ID 83540		
(208) 843-2271 voice

Nez Perce Tribe Head Start
(208) 843-5428 voice

Northwest Band of Shoshoni Nation
Indian Health Services
427 N. Main, Suite 101
Pocatello, ID 83204
(208) 478-5712 voice
(208) 478-5713 fax

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes	
Indian Health Services			 
P.O. Box 717				  
Fort Hall, ID 83203			 
(208) 238-2400 voice			 

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes Head Start
(208) 238-3986 voice

Idaho Indian Health Services and the Indian Head Start Programs

Idaho Migrant Council
317 Happy Day Blvd.
Caldwell, ID 83607
(208) 454-1652

The Idaho Migrant Council is a statewide program that has seven re-
gional offices.  You may call the office listed for information about the other 
regions and about the Migrant Head Start Programs in each region.

State Agencies

Idaho School for the Deaf and 
the Blind

1450 Main Street
Gooding, ID 83330
(208) 934-4457 voice
(208) 934-8352 fax
Web Site: www.isdb.idaho.gov

Idaho School for the Deaf and the Blind provides consultive and direct 
services in a natural environment for preschool deaf, hard of hearing, 
blind or visually impaired babies and their parents through the 7 regional 
offices located throughout the state.
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Alliance for Technology Access (ATA)
United Cerebral Palsy of Idaho Inc.
5420 W. Franklin Rd.
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 377-8070 voice
1-888-289-3259
Web site: www.ucpidaho.ataccess.org

Comprehensive Advocacy, Inc. 
(CO-AD)
Idaho’s Coalition of Advocates for the 

Disabled, Inc.
4477 Emerald, Suite B-100
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 336-5353 voice
(208) 336-5396 fax
1-866-262-3462

Idaho Parents Unlimited (IPUL)
Parent Education and Resource 

Center
600 N. Curtis Rd. Ste. 145
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 342-5884 voice
(208) 342-1408 fax
1-800-242-IPUL (1-800-242-4785)
www.ipulidaho.org

Idaho Relay Service for Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing  
(Hamilton Telecommunications)

P. O. Box 285
Aurora, NE 68818
1-800-618-4781 voice

Idaho Speech-Language and Hearing 
Association

921 S. 8th Ave.
Idaho State University 
Campus Box 8116
Pocatello, ID 83209
(208) 282-4196 voice

Idaho State Council on  
Developmental Disabilities

802 W. Bannock #308
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 334-2178
1-800-544-2433

Organizations with a focus on advocacy, information and referral, and support 
services 

Allaince for Technology Access (ATA) provides information and support 
services to children and adults with disabilities all across the country, 
increasing their use of technology.  It includes resource centers, develop-
ers and vendors, affiliates and associates that serve consumers, schools, 
health professionals and community organizations.  It serves people of 
all ages and all disabilities. 

  

Comprehensive Advocacy, Inc. (CO-AD), through a collaborative effort 
with the Idaho Assistive Technology Project (IATP), accepts referrals to 
obtain advocacy and legal services related to assistive technology.  Areas 
of assistance include: Medicaid, Medicare, Private Insurance, Special 
Education, Vocational Rehabilitation.

Idaho Parents Unlimited (IPUL) is a statewide organization which pro-
vides support, information and technical assistance to parents of children 
and youth with disabilities.  IPUL, headquartered in Boise, has seven 
regions, which correspond to the state Health and Welfare offices.  To 
reach the IPUL office nearest you, call 1-800-242-4785.

The Idaho Relay Service makes telephone communication possible be-
tween two deaf or hard of hearing persons (or between deaf or hard of 
hearing persons and a hearing person).  The caller’s number is dialed by 
the relay service and the conversation is typed and spoken verbatum for 
the two parties.

Idaho Speech-Language and Hearing Association, an education-based 
clinic, accepts referrals from doctors and community services in south-
eastern Idaho.  It conducts language, speech and hearing evaluations 
and provides therapy.

The Idaho State Council on Developmental Disabilities prints a handbook 
for parents and children with disabilities, Keys to the Future.  It  lists 
information, addresses and telephone numbers of resources  throughout 
the state of Idaho.

State Organizations
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American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA)
4720 Montgomery Lane
P.O. Box 31220
Bethesda, MD 20824-1220
(301) 652-2682 voice
(301) 652-7711 fax
www.aota.org

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA)
10801 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
(301)897-5700 voice
(301) 897-0157 TTY
1-800-638-8255 or 1-800-638-6868 
www.asha.org

The Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps 
(TASH)

29 W. Susquehanna Ave. Ste. 210
Baltimore, MD 21204
(410) 828-8274
www.tash.org

International Society for Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (ISAAC)

P.O. Box 10906
Baltimore, MD 21234
1-877-8USSAAC
(410) 296-5710 fax
www.ussaac.org

National Organizations and Conferences
The following is a partial list of many organizations helpful in the inves-
tigation or use of assistive technology. 

Lifeline Systems, Inc. offers an emergency communications system: A 
hotline to a central location in the community which will, in turn, notify 
a designated family member or the medical facility, ambulance, or fire 
department.  The costs vary.

Sensory Integration International publishes information for parents, 
educators and other professionals who work with children with sensory 
integration problems including vestibular processing, autism and tactile 
or auditory integration.  It offers a vendor list of titles and products in 
the area of sensory integration.

United Cerebral Palsy Association is a research, advocacy, and informa-
tion agency for persons with cerebral palsy and their families.  UCPA has 
over 2000 locally affiliated agencies throughout the country.

Lifeline Systems, Inc. (Emer-
gency community hotline) 

111 Lawrence St.
Framington, MA 01702-8156
1-800-380-3111

Sensory Integration  
International

P.O. Box 5339
Torrance, CA 90501-5339
(310) 787-8805 voice
(310) 787-8047 fax

United Cerebral Palsy 
Association(UCPA)

1660 L. St. NW Ste. 700
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 776-0406 voice
1-800-872-5827

National Easter Seal Society
230 West Monroe Street
Suite 1800
Chicago, IL 60606
(312)726-6200 voice/TTY
1-800-221-6827
www.easterseals.com

National Organizations



58 Assistive Technology for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities

Closing the Gap
P.O. Box 68
Henderson, MN 56044
(507) 248-3294 voice 
www.closingthegap.com

Interdisciplinary Professional Organizations

RESNA is the premier organization focused on assistive technology.  
RESNA holds an annual conference devoted entirely to assistive technol-
ogy.  It publishes the journal, Assistive Technology.  In addition, RESNA 
offers a number of other publications on assistive technology.

Under RESNA, every state operates an information and referral program 
on assistive technology devices and services.  Because each of the state 
programs has different administrative locations, names, and contact 
numbers, call RESNA or access the web site for information in any state. 
Idaho’s program is the Idaho Assistive Technology Project (IATP).

TRACE publishes the TRACE Resource Book: Assistive Technology for Com-
munication, Control, and Computer Access.  This 900+ page book is compiled 
and updated to help professionals, consumers, and family members 
understand and locate useful tools.  The book emphasizes functions, 
not disabilities, so the products are organized under “communication”, 
“control,”  “computer access,” and “special software.”  It includes infor-
mation resources.  The RESNA and TRACE guides will be your critical 
resources.

CEC is the largest international organization dedicated to improving edu-
cational outcomes for individuals with special needs.  The Division for 
Early Childhood (DEC) of the CEC is a nonprofit organization advocating 
for individuals who work with or on behalf of children with special needs, 
birth through age eight, and their families.  Children with special needs 
include those who have disabilities, developmental delays, are gifted/
talented, and are at risk of future developmental problems.

The Technology and Media division (TAM) focuses on assistive technol-
ogy.

For the State of Idaho Chapter of CEC, please call the National CEC at 
1-888-232-7733.  You will be referred to the current state president.

Closing the Gap offers an annual conference that is held in Minneapo-
lis each year for therapists, educators and parents.  Its focus is mainly, 
though not exclusively, on assistive technology for education.  Closing 
the Gap also offers workshops that are held around the country.  One 
does not become a member of Closing the Gap but rather subscribes to 
its bimonthly newspaper.

TRACE Research and Develop-
ment Center

University of Wisconsin-Madison
2107 Engineering Center 
1550 Engineering Dr. Bldg.
Madison, WI 53706
(608) 262-6966
Web site: http//trace.wisc.edu

Council for Exceptional Children 
(CEC)

Division for Early Childhood
1110 N. Glebe Rd. Ste. 300
Reston, VA 22201
(866) 915-5000 voice
(703) 264-9494 fax
1-888-232-7733
Web site for CEC: www.cec.sped.

org
Web site for DEC: www.dec-sped.

org/ 
Web site for TAM: www.tamcec.

org/

RESNA Technical Assistance 
Project

Suite 1540, 1700 N. Moore Street
Arlington, VA 22209-1903
(703) 524-6686 (voice)
(703) 524-6630 (fax)
(703) 524-6639 TTY

Idaho Assistive Technology 	
 	Project (IATP)

1-800-432-8324
Web site: www.idahoat.org

National Organizations
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Organizations with a focus on advocacy for persons with disabilities

The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Project has as one 
goal, to remove barriers and promote systems change to provide greater 
access to assistive technology devices and services.  It has developed a 
document, Part C: Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities and Assistive Technol-
ogy Policy, providing guidance for families, teachers, administrators and 
policy makers when developing coordinated plans to meet the assistive 
technology needs of infants and toddlers.  

The Neighborhood Legal Services, Inc. is an advocacy group which pro-
vides an excellent source of information about court cases and decisions 
in its 1999 publication, FUNDING OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY: The 
Public School’s Special Education System as a Funding Source: The Cutting 
Edge. The National Assistive Technology Resource Library has established 
a work-searchable digest, using computer technology, to store and retrieve 
documents on hearing and court decisions involving AT.  Web site for the 
library: http://home.sprynet.com/sprynet/nls01

Parent Advocacy Coalition for Educational Rights (PACER) includes 
national information and training centers for parents and their children 
with disabilities.  Alliance is the program with a focus on advocacy.

Organizations with a focus on new and reusable technology for persons with 
disabilities 

The National Cristina Foundation (not-for-profit) is dedicated to train-
ing through donated, used technology.  Cristina Foundation is a partner 
with Computing Technology Industry Association (CTIA) with over 7,500 
manufacturers, distributors and businesses.  The foundation provides 
computer technology and solutions to give people with disabilities, 
students at risk, and the economically disadvantaged, the opportunity, 
through training, to lead more independent, productive lives.  At the 
same time, it gives technology resources from an enterprise a second 
productive life. 

National Assistive Technology 
Advocacy Project

Neighborhood Legal Services, Inc.
295 Main Street, Room 495
Buffalo, NY 14203
716-847-0650 voice
716-847-0227 fax
716-847-3-1322 TTY
E-mail: nls01@sprynet.com
Web site:  www.nls.org
Handsnet: HN0627

Parent Advocacy Coalition For 
Educational Rights (PACER)

8161 Normandie Blvd.
Minneapolis, MN 55437
(952) 838-9000 voice
(952) 838-0190 TTY
(952) 838-0199 fax
PACER Web site: www.pacer.org
Alliance Web site: taalliance.org
FAPE Web site: www.fape.org

Family Center on Technology & 
Disability

1825 Connecticut Ave. 
NW Ste. 7005
Washington, D.C. 20009
www.fctd.info

National Cristina Foundation
500 West Putnam
Greenwich, CT 06902-7474
(203) 863-9100 voice
E-mail: ncf@cristina.org
Web site: www.cristina.org

National Organizations
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Organizations with a focus on information, education, community services and 
advocacy for persons with disabilities

The March of Dimes is a national voluntary health agency whose mission 
is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects and infant 
mortality.  It is a source of information on pregnancy and birth defects. 

The National Academy for Child Development (NACD), a non-profit 
organization, assesses needs and designs specific home educational and 
therapeutic programs for infants, children, and adults with any disability.  
The NACD gathers, evaluates, and disseminates information and proce-
dures relative to human development.  Information is distributed through 
audio tapes, software, seminars and workshops, and the Internet.

Through the Looking Glass (TLG) houses the National Resource Center 
for Parents with Disabilities and their families.  Resources include na-
tional information and referral for parents and professionals on a wide 
variety of topics including custody, adoption, pregnancy, and birthing, 
adaptive parenting and baby care equipment.  The center offers profes-
sional training, national and international parent and teen networking 
projects. TLG also provides services to local families in which a parent 
or child has a disability.

March of Dimes Resource Center
1275 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605
1-888-MODIMES (888-663-4637)
(914) 997-4764 TTY
(914) 997-4763 fax
E-mail: resourcecenter@modimes.org
Web site: www.modimes.org

The National Academy for Child 
Development (NACD)

549 25th St.
Ogden, UT 84401-2422
(801) 621-8606 voice
(801) 621-8389 fax
E-mail: info@nacd.org
Web site: www.nacd.org

Through the Looking Glass 
(TLG)

2198 Sixth Street, Suite 100
Berkeley, CA 94710
1-800-644-2666
1-800-804-1616 TTY
(510) 848-4445 fax
E-mail: TLG@lookingglass.org
Web site: www.lookingglass.org

American Foundation for the Blind
11 Penn Plaza Ste. 300
New York, NY 10001
(212) 502-7600 voice 
(212) 502-7777 fax
www.afb.org

National Library Service for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped (Talk-
ing Books)

1291 Taylor Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20011
1-888-657-7323
www.loc.gov/nls

Lighthouse International
111 East 59th St.
New York, NY 10022
1-800-334-5497
(212) 821-9713 TDD
www.lighthouse.org

National Institute on Deafness & 
Other Communication Disorders

National Institutes of Health
31 Center Dr. MSC 2320
Bethesda, MD 20892-2320

National Captioning Institute
1900 Gallows Rd. Ste. 300
Vienna, VA 22182
1-800-950-0958 TTY
www.ncicap.org

National Information Center on 
Deafness

Gallaudet University
800 Florida Avenue, NE
Washington, D.C. 20002
(202) 651-5051 voice
(202) 651-5052 TTY

Organizations with a focus on vision impairments

National Organizations

Organizations with a focus on hearing impairments



61Assistive Technology for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities

Publications, Books, Catalogs, Electronic Resources
Electronic/Web Based Resources

Abledata (database) contains more than 25,000 commercially available 
products for people with disabilities from approximately 2500 manu-
facturers.  It provides detailed information for products in all aspects of 
independent living, personal care, transportation, communication and 
recreation.

Federal Telemedicine Gateway (Telemedicine)

Telemedicine programs are electronic health care and medical education 
delivery services through video conferencing and interaction between the 
patient at home and health care provider at the clinical site.  Information 
on federally funded telemedicine projects that provide direct patient care 
and links to other resources including state programs and databases can 
be found through the Federal Telemedicine Gateway, which links with 
other web sites.

Alliance. (2002). Assistive Technology for Infants and Young Children 
(PDF: 24kb). Minneapolis, MN: PACER Center.

Publications and catalogs with a focus on assistive technology sources, 
selection, acquisition and training

Assistive Technology: The Official Journal of RESNA is published quarterly 
and focuses on practitioners in assistive technology service delivery.  
Articles fall into the following categories: (1) applied research (2) review 
papers summarizing the work of several investigators (3) perspectives on 
issues in assistive technology by recognized authorities (4) practical notes 
or papers that describe new methods and (5) case studies that present 
work in progress or studies where there are only a few subjects.

The Children’s Technology Review reviews children’s educational software, 
articles about computers and children, tester comments, and catalogs.  

The annual Exceptional Parent: Resource Guide includes a directory of na-
tional organizations, associations and programs, products and services 
for individuals with disabilities. 

Guide to Resources for Persons with Disabilities provides an overview of 
technology and programs available for persons with disabilities, includ-
ing mobility, vision, hearing, speech and language, mental retardation 
and learning. 

Abledata (database)
National Rehabilitation Information 

Center
8630 Fenton St., Ste. 930
Silver Spring, MD 20910
1-800-227-0216
Web site: www.abledata.com

www.federaltelemedicine.com
www.telehomecare.umn.edu
www.telemedicine.com 

www.taalliance.org/publications/
all7.pdf

Assistive Technology: The Official 
Journal of RESNA

RESNA Press
1101 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036

Children’s Technology Review
44 Main Street
Flemington, NJ 08822
(908) 284-0404 voice
(908) 284-0405 fax
1-800-993-9499
Web site: www.childrenssoftware.com

Exceptional Parent: Resource 
Guide

EP Global Communications 
551 Main St.
Johnstown, PA 15901
(877) 372-7368 voice  
Web site: www.eparent.com

Guide to Resources for Persons 
with Disabilities

IBM National Support Center for 
Persons with Disabilities

P.O. Box 2150 (WB7F)
Atlanta, GA 30301-2150 
1-800-426-2133 voice

Electronic/Web Based 
Resources

Publications
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Pierce, P. (ed.) (n.d.). Baby Power: A Guide for Families for Using Assistive 
Technology with their Infants and Toddlers. Chapel Hill, NC: The Center for 
Literacy and Disabilities Studies, University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. 

National Center to Improve Practice in Special Education through Tech-
nology, Media and Materials. http://www.2.edc.org/NCIPlibrary/ec/
Power.htm. 

Using Technology to Early Learning Experiences lists public domain software 
available at cost from the catalog publisher. Article reprinted from Child 
Care Info. Exchange Sept. 1998. 

The focus of Technology and Disability is the application of rehabilitative 
and assistive technology by persons with disabilities.  It considers both 
low and high technology devices designed to improve human function 
and each issue focuses on one specific topic.  It concerns the application of 
technology to performance in education, employment, and recreation.

T.H.E. Journal (Technological Horizons in Education), published monthly, is 
basically free for anyone having any connection with education.  The an-
nual T.H.E. Journal Source Guide of High-Technology Products for Education 
includes computers, input/output devices, telecommunications, selection 
of AT for children, audio biofeedback, quantitative measurement and 
assessment of function using the ‘Available Motions Inventory’ criteria 
for selection of an augmentative communication system, seating and 
mobility for the severely disabled, rehabilitation engineering clinic, user 
perceptions of assistive devices, strategies for corporations, institutions, 
and public facilities for using technical aids to provide accessibility, and 
issues in the assessment of assistive devices in relation to functional per-
formance of children with disabilities.

Resource Inventory: Assistive 
Devices

Center for Special Education 
Technology

1920 Association Drive
Reston, VA 22091

Family Place in Cyberspace
The Alliance for Technology  

Access
1304 Southpoint Blvd., Ste. 240
Petaluma, CA 94954
(707) 778-3011

Technology and Disability
Andover Medical Publishers
15 Terrace Park
Reading, MA 01867

T.H.E. Journal of High-Technology 
Products for Education (annual)

Information Synergy, Inc.
2626 S. Pullman
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Publications



63Assistive Technology for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities

Catalogs (listed by AT Category)

Commonly used AT catalogs are available from vendors.  A partial list 
follows.  Call the Idaho Assistive Technology Project at 1-800-432-8324 
for further information or for copies of catalogs.

AIDS FOR DAILY LIVING
After-Therapy			   800-634-4351
Enrichment (Sammons Preston)	 800-323-5547
JC Penney’s Special Needs	 800-222-6161
Maxi Aids			   800-522-6294

AUGMENTATIVE &
ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION
Aug. Comm Consultants, Inc.	 800-982-2248
Communication Devices, Inc	 800-604-6559
Creative Communication		  435-645-7737
Crestwood Company		  414-352-5678
Dynavox				   800-697-7332
Mayer & Johnson			  800-588-4548
Prentke Romich Company		 800-262-1984

COMPUTER ACCESS/SOFTWARE
AbleNet, Inc.			   800-322-0956
Don Johnston, Inc.		  800-999-4660
Intelitools			   800-899-6687	
Public Domain Software		  303-233-1666
RJ Cooper & Assoc.		  800-752-6673
TASH				    800-463-5685

EDUCATIONAL
Edmark				    888-640-1999
Exceptional Teaching Aids		 800-549-6999
HATCH				    800-624-7968
Laureate				   800-562-6801
Technology for Education		  612-686-5678
The Learning Company		  800-395-0277

MOBILITY
Allegro				    877-291-7350
Everest & Jennings		  800-322-4681
Invacare				   800-333-6900
RJ Cooper & Associates		  714-240-1912

SENSORY ENHANCERS
Flaghouse			   800-793-7900
HiTech				    800-288-8303
LS& S				    800-468-4789
Phone TTY			   201-489-7889
Sign Enhancers			   800-825-6758

SEATING & POSITIONING
Danmar Products			  800-783-1998
Flaghouse			   800-793-7900
HOPE Play Equipment		  800-950-5185
Rifton				    800-571-8198
Tumble Forms (Sammons)		 800-323-5547

RECREATION AND LEISURE	
Access To Recreation		  800-634-4351
Innovative Products		  800-950-5185
Natural Access			   800-411-7789
Sportime Abilitations		  800-850-8603

TOYS FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS
Enabling Technologies		  800-777-3687
Kapable Kids			   800-356-1564
Kaplan 				    800-452-7526
Salco Toys			   507-645-8720
ToyTec				    716-743-0083

Early Childhood Teacher and Parent Resources has an excellent selection of 
books for parents and teachers of very young children with developmental 
delays or disabilities in any area. 

Early Childhood Teacher and  
Parent Resources

Gryphon House, Inc.
P. O. Box 207
Beltsville, MD 20704-0207
1-800-638-0928
Web site: www.ghbooks.com

Catalogs
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Books

The uniqueness of Coping with Daily Life: Handbook of Technical Aids is that 
all of the technical aids included are “build-able,” and this book describes 
how they can be made.  It shows how to make widely used adaptations 
not available elsewhere.  Major categories include personal care, home 
management, vocational and educational management, mobility, seating, 
transportation, communication, recreation, and ambulation.

Designing and Using Assistive Technology is noteworthy  for its holistic view 
of assistive technology (AT). It brings together the expertise of research-
ers, theorists, and practitioners, and personal insights from AT users of 
all ages, to examine how and why people choose and use various forms 
of AT.  It reports the latest available findings on design and development, 
and examines the crucial intangibles of AT, such as judging environmental 
compatibility, assessing an individual’s need for AT, justifying third-party 
payment, acknowledging public perceptions of AT, measuring life out-
comes.  The book is for designers, manufacturers and users.

From Toys to Computers: Access for the Physically Disabled Child by Christine 
Wright and Mari Nomure, two occupational therapists, is based on experi-
ence in working with children with orthopedic disabilities.  The focus is 
on physical disabilities, particularly motor impairments of the extremities.  
It does not address auditory, visual, or cognitive disabilities, although 
some of the adapted toys would be useful for these populations.  The 
book includes directions for adapting toys, complete with illustrations.  
It also describes how to set up a lending library, switches, positioning, 
and microcomputers.  Resource lists are included.

This book, Ideas and Materials to help the Nonverbal Child “Talk” at Home, 
and the video, “Quick and Easy: How to Set Up Your Home to Help the 
Nonverbal Child,” offers answers to questions and concerns about things 
to do to help your child talk.  The book provides ways to develop verbal 
skills, choice-making, social interaction.  The book features 72 pre-made 
overlays in the following categories: choosing clothing, grooming, calen-
dar, bedtime, T.V., play and games, travel, school, cleaning room, eating, 
restaurant, ball games, shopping.  Age range: nine months plus.

Kids Included through Technology are Enriched: A guidebook for Teachers of 
Young Children provides the rationale for using assistive technology to 
include young children with special needs in the classroom.  It guides 
parents and professionals toward practical strategies for integrating 
computers, communication aids, and other devices to help children with 
disabilities at school and at home.

“Young Children and Technology,” a 14-minute video for parents, early 

Coping with Daily Life: Handbook 
of Technical Aids

Les Editions Payrus
745, Avenue Eymard
Quebec, Canada G1S3Z9

Designing and Using Assistive 
Technology (1998) 

by David B. Gray, Louis A. Qua-
trano, Morton L. Lieberman

Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.
P. O. Box 10624
Baltimore, MD 21285-0624

From Toys to Computers: Access for 
the Physically Disabled Child

by Christine Wright and Mari No-
mura

P.O. Box 700242
San Jose, CA 95170

Ideas and Materials to help the 
Nonverbal Child “Talk” at Home 
(Book)

“Quick and Easy: How to Set Up 
Your Home to Help the Nonver-
bal Child” (Video)

by Carolyn Rouse and Katera
Mayer-Johnson 
P.O. Box 1579
Solana Beach, CA 92075-7579
1-800-588-4549

Kids Included through Technology 
are Enriched: A Guidebook for 
Teachers of Young Children 
(KITE)

PACER Center, Inc.
8161 Normandale Blvd.
Minneapolis, MN 55437
1-888-248-0822 
E-mail: pacer@pacer.org 
www.pacer.org

Books
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childhood professionals, and others, shows how assistive technology can 
benefit young children with disabilities.  Various devices are demonstrated 
at homes and in preschool settings.  The video also explains how to select 
technology for special needs and include assistive technology in the IEP 
or the IFSP.  The video may be purchased or rented.

The New Language of Toys: Teaching Communication Skills to Children with 
Special Needs, a Guide for Parents and Teachers is an excellent guide for par-
ents, providing an in-depth understanding of language development as 
well as cognitive and physical development based on incremental ages, 
birth to six years.  It offers many alternatives for using toys, dialogue, and 
other play activities to teach language and other communication skills to 
children who may have a language delay, whatever the cause.  It describes 
specific toys, the maker, and the use of each in helping build communica-
tion skills.  Many home-made toys are listed and described. 

Young Children and Technology: A World of Discovery discusses topics 
related to very young children and computers: pros and cons of using 
computers with preschool children, evaluating and selecting software, 
introducing young children to the computer, integrating computers into 
the curriculum. 

Assistive Technology for Young Children with Disabilties introduces a variety 
of assistive devices and their capabilities for young children.

“Young Children and Technology” 
(Video)

PACER Center
4826 Chicago Ave. So.
Minneapolis, MN 55417-1098
1-888-248-0822
E-mail: pacer@pacer.org)

The New Language of Toys: Teach-
ing Communication Skills to 
Children with Special Needs, a 
Guide for Parents and Teachers 
(1996)

by Sue Schwartz and Joan E. 
Heller Miller

Young Children and Technology: A 
World of Discovery (1997) 

by Susan W. Haugland and June 
L. Wright

Apple Accessibility in Education
Disability Solutions
1 Infinite Loop
Cupertino, CA 95014
1-800-767-2775
Web site: www.apple.com/education/ 

resources

IBM Human Ability  
& Accessibility Center

1 New Orchard Rd.
Armonk, NY 10504-1722
1-800-426-4968
Web site: www.03.ibm.com/able

Computer Companies

There are many computer companies that have divisions dedicated to 
development of assistive technology for people with disabilities.  A few 
companies besides those listed below include Gateway, Dell and Hewlett 
Packard. There are many more with web sites on the Internet. 

Books

Microsoft Corporate Headquarters
One Microsoft Way
Redmond, WA 98052-6399
1-800-642-7676
Web site: www.microsoft.com/enable/

Assistive Technology for Young 
Children with Disabilities: A 
Guide for Providing Family 
Centered Services (1998) 

by Sharon Judge and Howard 
Parette
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Computer Networks

Electronic networks provide web sites, bulletin boards, databases, elec-
tronic mail (e-mail), and online conferencing. Web sites supply you with 
information about the special education laws, the Tech Act, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, state and national organizations, and many avail-
able resources. Chat rooms can put you in touch with other people with 
similar interests. Many people subscribe to local networks. Connecting 
fees and monthly fees vary. 

America On Line Corporate
22000 AOL Way
Dulles, VA 20166
1-800-466-5463
Web site: www.aol.com

CompuServe Disability Forum
P.O. Box 17300
Jacksonville, FL 32245-7300
1-800-848-8990

Microsoft Internet Explorer
One Microsoft Way
Redmond, WA 98052-6399
(425) 882-8080 voice
Web site: www.microsoft.com

Summary
Assistive technology, with its vast array of devices and services, is 
redefining what is possible for today’s infants and toddlers with 
disabilities and/or developmental delays.  Early intervention, 
using these devices, can help many children meet their devel-
opmental milestones.  Our very youngest children with special 
needs can learn to play and communicate with their families and 
enjoy exploring their environment as they gain independence 
and skills. Consideration of AT for the very young is an ongoing 
process.  Change in environment, change in your child’s skills 
and new technology will influence the process.  The Idaho As-
sistive Technology Project (IATP) is committed to the goal that 
consideration for AT be given to all infants and toddlers who 
need early intervention services.  
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Notes



 Acronyms and Abbreviations Related to AT

AAC		  Alternative and Augmentative Communication

AT		  Assistive Technology

CCTV		  Closed Caption Television

CP		  Cerebral Palsy

CRS		  Children Rehabilitation Services

DDD		  Department of Developmental Disabilities

DME		  Durable Medical Equipment

ECU		  Environmental Control Unit

EHA		  Education of the Handicapped Act

EPSDT		 Early Periodic Screening Diagnostic Treatment

FAPE		  Free Appropriate Public Education

IATP		  Idaho Assistive Technology Project

IDEA		  Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

IDEA ‘97	 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 1997 Amendment

IDEA 2004	 Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act

IEP 		  Individualized Education Program

IFSP		  Individualized Family Service Plan

IHS		  Indian Health Services

LRE		  Least Restrictive Environment

OSEP		  Office of Special Education Programs

PL		  Public Law

RESNA	 Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Society of North America

CHIP		  State Children’s Insurance Program (administered by Medicaid)		

SSI		  Social Security  Income

SSDI		  Social Security Disability Income

TDD		  Telecommunication Device for the Deaf

TTY		  TeleTypewriter

TT		  Text Telephone



The Idaho Assistive Technology Project provides 
assistive technology assessments, a low-interest 

loan program, a used equipment exchange, assistive 
technology fairs, and community outreach presentations 

across the state of Idaho. 

For more information about our services,  
visit www.idahoat.org.

It is the goal of the Idaho Assistive Technology Project to ensure that, in 
compliance with the 1997 & 2004 amendments to the IDEA, consideration be 
given to assistive technology (AT) for all infants and toddlers with disabilities.   

										       
Idaho Assistive Technology Project

Center on Disabilities and Human Development
University of Idaho

129 West Third Street, Moscow, Idaho 83843
(208) 885-3557 voice
1-800-432-8324 voice


